 Connally High School 
Culinary Arts 
SAFETY LETTER 

TO: Parent(s) Guardian 

SUBJECT: Culinary Arts Lab Safety 

Dear Parent/Guardian,
I’m excited to have your student in the Culinary Arts program this year at Connally High School. The program consists of numerous lab activities, projects, demos, etc. to facilitate students’ learning in the field of Culinary Arts and basic life skills necessary to operate safely and effectively in the kitchen. The Culinary Arts lab can be dangerous if students are not instructed in the proper use of equipment. For this reason, our class will focus on Safety first. Listed below are some of the hazards to which students will be instructed. 

1. Open flames and hot surfaces (some stations will be heated by gas, electric, or open flames). These include the burners, oven, slow cookers, and salamanders. 
2. Sharp Knives (cutting skills are taught before knives are used and students must pass a Safety course before they are allowed to use them.) 
3. Hot grease (oil can reach 300+ degrees) 
4. Hot Water (cleanliness is as important as cooking in this class—industrial dish washers are set at higher temperatures than hand sinks.) 
5. Heavy duty pots and pans (hard to lift and use when hot and containing food) 
6. Food processors with sharp blades, graders, food slicers, etc. 
Students will be taught the safety and sanitation rules necessary for a career in the hospitality industry or to keep their living environment clean and sanitary. The Culinary Arts program at Connally High is a professional level class with high standards and college articulation with Austin Community College.

I look forward to working with your child this year. Look forward to meeting you in person at our open house. 

 Please review this form with your child and sign at the bottom as well as the rest of the packet with the Personal Information Sheet, Supplies Checklist, Channel Austin Media Release, and Class Information. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely,
Chef Mike Erickson, CHE, FMP,CDP

Culinary Art Instructor

(512) 594-0800 Ext. 30817 / (512)629-7357 (cell)
mike.erickson@pflugervilleisd.net
http://www.CookingWithConnally.org
COME EAT OUR HOMEWORK!

___________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
                                                    Date:

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature                                                                        Date:

